
1

Danner, Ward

From: Huetteman, Tom
Sent: Friday, December 20, 2013 2:05 PM
To: Armann, Steve
Subject: FW: NEED ASAP: MHS Testing Protocol in writing from EPA

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Categories: Green Category

 
 

From: Wilson, Patrick  
Sent: Friday, December 20, 2013 1:40 PM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal; Huetteman, Tom; Keener, Bill 
Subject: FW: NEED ASAP: MHS Testing Protocol in writing from EPA 
 
 
 

From: hughbkaufman@comcast.net [mailto:hughbkaufman@comcast.net]  
Sent: Friday, December 20, 2013 12:49 PM 
To: cassandra wiseman 
Cc: Nicolle Holland; Joy Horowitz; paula dinerstein; Jeff Ruch; Cami Winikoff; stephanie smith; Ken Miller; Ingrid 
Peterson; Brigette Leonard; Jennifer deNicola; Hope Edelman; Steve Uhring; Julie Tobias; Christina Pascucci; Cindy 
Vandor; Cindy dorn; Katy Lapajne; bohemianturtle@hotmail.com; Alex Horvath; Debra Silbar; Adam Silbar; Topanga 
Messenger; coviot@aol.com; Fabiana Udenio; malcolmwiseman@roadrunner.com; dougwochna@aol.com; 
SRPOL@aol.com; Wilson, Patrick; Armann, Steve; Paul Rosenfeld Ph.D.; melissa@malibutimes.com; dave 
Subject: Re: NEED ASAP: MHS Testing Protocol in writing from EPA 
 
Excellent meeting memo Cassandra! 
 
I feel like I am in a time warp 35+ years ago, before we at EPA had a gotten all our authorities to 
prevent future Love Canals  
(Thank God the Malibu Case is not that bad at all). 
At Love Canal, the "School District" said: "call EPA." "EPA" said call the "State." The "State" said call 
the School District." The "School District" 
again said call "EPA," and the whole daisy chain began again... 

From: "cassandra wiseman" <topangafairy@gmail.com> 
To: "hugh kaufman" <hughbkaufman@comcast.net>, "Nicolle Holland" <nraber@aol.com>, "Joy 
Horowitz" <joy.horowitz53@gmail.com>, "paula dinerstein" <pdinerstein@peer.org>, "Jeff Ruch" 
<jruch@peer.org>, "Cami Winikoff" <cami@sobini.com>, "stephanie smith" 
<milagrosfilms@gmail.com>, "Ken Miller" <kmiller@gormanmiller.com>, "Ingrid Peterson" 
<2ingmail@verizon.net>, "Brigette Leonard" <brigetteleonard@gmail.com>, "Jennifer deNicola" 
<jd18@me.com>, "Hope Edelman" <hopedel@hotmail.com>, "Steve Uhring" 
<steve.uhring@gmail.com>, "Julie Tobias" <julietobias@mac.com>, "Christina Pascucci" 
<christinapascucci@icloud.com>, "Cindy Vandor" <cdvandor@yahoo.com>, "Cindy dorn" 
<dorncrew@yahoo.com>, "Katy Lapajne" <lrnsmm@yahoo.com>, bohemianturtle@hotmail.com, 
"Alex Horvath" <bolinasdude@gmail.com>, "Debra Silbar" <silbarsoup@gmail.com>, "Adam Silbar" 
<adam.silbar@pathfindershealth.com>, "Topanga Messenger" <editor@topangamessenger.com>, 



2

coviot@aol.com, "Fabiana Udenio" <Fabianaudenio@earthlink.net>, 
malcolmwiseman@roadrunner.com, dougwochna@aol.com, SRPOL@aol.com, "wilson.patrick" 
<wilson.patrick@epa.gov>, "armann steve" <armann.steve@epa.gov>, "Paul Rosenfeld Ph.D." 
<PRosenfeld@swape.com>, melissa@malibutimes.com, "dave" <dave@smdp.com> 
Sent: Friday, December 20, 2013 3:40:26 PM 
Subject: Re: NEED ASAP: MHS Testing Protocol in writing from EPA 

I spoke with Dr. Patrick Wilson just now. He was a very nice and tolerant of my Mommy 
questions.  He said he would look into sending someone from the EPA to be there to observe the 
cleaning and sampling of the air.  But the EPA is looking for PCPs. I explained to him our concerns.  I 
said all we have asked is that  Sandra Lyon, Mark Katchen,  and their task force test the dust in the 
classrooms and the non remediated soil  in the quad.  I told him what toxins were found  in the soil 
that Maez and Weissman had remediated but he said it was a minimal amount and not enough to be 
worried about.   
 
I explained to him that we were worried that if they were going ahead with the deep cleaning in the 
library, room 1 , 5 and 6,  without testing the dust from the earth that was dug up in the trenches 
creacted in the classrooms in mid-August of  2013 to and left to sit while they placed the new conduits 
under the rooms. I tried to explain how close the toxic soil that was identified in 2010 was to rooms 
and that we really need to know what is in the dust the children were breathing and touching 
and  sitting in Room 1 and other places.  I also feel strongly that there is PCP in the soil but Dr. 
Wilson said it's in the caulk so testing was not necessary. I explained to Dr. Wilson that we are 
concerned that there may actually be PCP s in the soil in and outside of the classroom and  that the 
unsupervised tests performed Mark Katchen and his task force may not accurately reflect the 
conditions. Further testing  is needed to verify those unsupervised test results.   He did explain that 
the EPA is only there because of the PCP level so if we are interested in making sure that the proper 
swipes are taking from the dust in those classrooms, the dust that we believe could have the 
same  toxic substances found in the soil in 2011: chlordane, benzene, lead, tuolene, ddt. dde, 
etc. then we should call Tom Cota, the Branch Chief of the Dept. of Toxic Substance Control.  His 
number is 714-484-5459.  I told Mr. Wilson how unprotected workers trenched these classrooms and 
let  the soil sit in the classroom for days and that we are concerned that if the rooms are cleaned this 
week without a proper testing of the soil in the classroom ducts that they will have destroyed evidence 
in a possible criminal negligence case that includes chundreds of Malibu's children and their teachers.
Wilson said this is Tom's job and we must be specific when we call him:  We  must ask Tom is he 
planning to have the dust in the ducts and other places in the classrooms analyzed to assure our 
group of parents &  Students, Teachers & Staff, that he will review the results and analyze the 
contaminants found in the dust in the classrooms. This must be done before the Task Force cleans 
the rooms. 
 

On Fri, Dec 20, 2013 at 11:56 AM, <hughbkaufman@comcast.net> wrote: 
Are you sure you are not a trial attorney NiColle?  
 
Dang! 
 
Like I said, you remind me of my old nemesis Chuck Colson--"When you've got 'em by the bolz, their 
heart's and minds will follow." 

From: "NiColle Holland" <nraber@aol.com> 
To: jd18@me.com, hughbkaufman@comcast.net, kmiller@gormanmiller.com, 



3

topangafairy@gmail.com, cami@sobini.com, milagrosfilms@gmail.com, cindyvandor@gmail.com, 
bohemianturtle@hotmail.com, brigetteleonard@gmail.com, 2ingmail@verizon.net, 
hopedel@hotmail.com, "joy horowitz53" <joy.horowitz53@gmail.com>, jruch@peer.org, 
pdinerstein@peer.org, christinapascucci@icloud.com, melissa@malibutimes.com, dave@smdp.com, 
lrnsmm@yahoo.com, julietobias@mac.com, prosenfeld@swape.com, "armann steve" 
<armann.steve@epa.gov>, "wilson patrick" <wilson.patrick@epa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, December 20, 2013 2:37:24 PM 
Subject: Fwd: NEED ASAP: MHS Testing Protocol in writing from EPA 
 

-----Original Message----- 
From: NiColle Holland <nraber@aol.com> 
To: armann.steve <armann.steve@epa.gov> 
Cc: wilson.patrick <wilson.patrick@epa.gov> 
Sent: Fri, Dec 20, 2013 11:33 am 
Subject: NEED ASAP: MHS Testing Protocol in writing from EPA 

 Dear Mr. Steve Armann,  
 
It was great talking to you today. Thank you for going in on your day off on behalf of the concern for MHS possible 
contamination case. Please have a written statement of protocols for testing, remediation and worker 
protection transparently given to parents of students and teacher's BEFORE cleaning happens tomorrow. This information 
should not be a verbal direction given to the district or Mark Katchen only - this is a huge cause for concern. The EPA is 
thankfully overseeing this case and we are demanding transparency - I urge you to also put in writing that a representative 
from the EPA will observe testing protocols on site to assure concerned parents/teachers that testing 
protocols are being followed as directed by your department. This would also be in the best interest of 
the district since there is lack of trust and evidence of misleading the public regarding PCB test 
results in the recent past. 
 
Sincerely, 
NiColle Holland 
 


